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SUBCHAPTER I-DEFINITIONS
§ 3801. Definitions

(a) For purposes of subchapters I through V of
this chapter:

(1) The term
means—

(A) any agricultural commodity planted
and produced in a State by annual tilling of
the soil, including tilling by one-trip plant-
ers; or

(B) sugarcane planted and produced in a
State.

(2) The term ‘‘conservation district’” means
any district or unit of State or local govern-
ment formed under State or territorial law for
the express purpose of developing and carrying
out a local soil and water conservation pro-
gram. Such district or unit of government
may be referred to as a ‘‘conservation dis-
trict”’, ‘‘soil conservation district”, ‘‘soil and
water conservation district’”, ‘‘resource con-
servation district’’, ‘‘natural resource dis-
trict”’, ‘‘land conservation committee’, or a
similar name.

(3) The term ‘‘cost sharing payment” means
a payment made by the Secretary to an owner
or operator of a farm or ranch containing
highly erodible cropland under the provisions
of section 3834(b) of this title.

(4)(A) The term ‘‘converted wetland’ means
wetland that has been drained, dredged, filled,

“‘agricultural commodity”’
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leveled, or otherwise manipulated (including
any activity that results in impairing or re-
ducing the flow, circulation, or reach of water)
for the purpose or to have the effect of making
the production of an agricultural commodity
possible if—
(i) such production would not have been
possible but for such action; and
(ii) before such action—
(I) such land was wetland; and
(IT) such land was neither highly erodible
land nor highly erodible cropland.

(B) Wetland shall not be considered con-
verted wetland if production of an agricultural
commodity on such land during a crop year—

(i) is possible as a result of a natural con-
dition, such as drought; and

(ii) is not assisted by an action of the pro-
ducer that destroys natural wetland charac-
teristics.

(5) The term ‘‘field” means such term as is
defined in section 718.2(b)(9) of title 7 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (as of January 1,
1985), except that any highly erodible land on
which an agricultural commodity is produced
after December 23, 1985, and that is not exempt
under section 3812 of this title shall be consid-
ered as part of the field in which such land was
included on December 23, 1985, unless the Sec-
retary permits modification of the boundaries
of the field to carry out subchapters I through
V of this chapter.

(6) The term ‘‘highly erodible cropland”
means highly erodible land that is in cropland
use, as determined by the Secretary.

(T(A) The term ‘‘highly erodible land”
means land—

(i) that is classified by the Soil Conserva-
tion Service as class IV, VI, VII, or VIII land
under the land capability classification sys-
tem in effect on December 23, 1985; or

(ii) that has, or that if used to produce an
agricultural commodity, would have an ex-
cessive average annual rate of erosion in re-
lation to the soil loss tolerance level, as es-
tablished by the Secretary, and as deter-
mined by the Secretary through application
of factors from the universal soil loss equa-
tion and the wind erosion equation, includ-
ing factors for climate, soil erodibility, and
field slope.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the land
capability class or rate of erosion for a field
shall be that determined by the Secretary to
be the predominant class or rate of erosion
under regulations issued by the Secretary.

(8) The term ‘“‘hydric soil”” means soil that,
in its undrained condition, is saturated, flood-
ed, or ponded long enough during a growing
season to develop an anaerobic condition that
supports the growth and regeneration of
hydrophytic vegetation.

(99 The term ‘hydrophytic vegetation”
means a plant growing in—

(A) water; or

(B) a substrate that is at least periodically
deficient in oxygen during a growing season
as a result of excessive water content.

(10) The term ‘“‘in-kind commodities’’ means
commodities that are normally produced on



